
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990, SECTION 257 
AND PARAGRAPH 1 OF SCHEDULE 14 

 
FOREST HEATH DISTRICT COUNCIL 

(MILDENHALL FOOTPATHS NOS 24(PART) AND 25(PART)) 
PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2017 

 
 
The above order, made on 18 August 2017 under section 257 of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990, will, if the scheme receives planning consent, divert the following public footpaths at the 
site of a proposed new development known as the Mildenhall Hub off Sheldrick Way, Mildenhall as 
shown on the order map: 
 
(1) the entire width of that part of Mildenhall Public Footpath (FP) No 24 commencing at Ordnance 
Survey grid reference (OSGR) TL70467444 and proceeding in a northerly direction to OSGR 
TL70457458 then in a westerly direction to OSGR TL70127459 to a new route running from OSGR 
TL70467444 in a west north westerly and then generally northerly direction along a metalled path 
to a junction with the new route of Mildenhall FP No 25 at OSGR TL70357464 then in a westerly 
direction along a field edge to OSGR TL70127465 then in southerly direction to OSGR 
TL70127459. 
 
(2) the entire width of that part of Mildenhall FP No 25 commencing at OSGR TL70457466 and 
proceeding in a southerly direction to OSGR TL70457458 to a new route running from OSGR 
TL70457466 in south westerly and then westerly direction along a metalled path to a junction with 
the new route of Mildenhall FP No 24 at OSGR TL70357464. 
 
A copy of the order and the order map and an explanatory statement have been placed and may 
be seen free of charge at Council Offices, College Heath Road, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7EY and 
West Suffolk House, Western Way, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 3YU between the hours of 
8.45am and 5.00pm (Monday to Friday). Copies of the order, map and explanatory statement may 
be purchased there at the price of £3.00. They may also be viewed at 
www.suffolkpublicrightsofway.org.uk/home/public-notices-about-legal-orders 
 
Any representations about or objections to the order may be sent in writing to Mrs T Halliday, 
Service Manager (Shared Legal), HR, Legal and Democratic Services at West Suffolk House, 
Western Way, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 3YU not later than 22 September 2017.  Please state the 
grounds on which they are made. Please note that any such correspondence cannot be treated as 
confidential and may be inspected by any interested party. 
 
If no representations or objections are duly made, or if any so made are withdrawn, Forest Heath 
District Council may confirm the order as an unopposed order. If the order is sent to the Secretary 
of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation any representations and 
objections which have not been withdrawn will be sent with the order.  
 
Dated: 25 August 2017 
 
T Halliday 
Service Manager (Shared Legal), HR, Legal and Democratic Services 
 

http://www.suffolkpublicrightsofway.org.uk/home/public-notices-about-legal-orders
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 THIS IS AN EXPLANATORY STATEMENT AND DOES NOT FORM PART OF THE 
ORDER 

 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

 
PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

 
Under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, county and district councils have the power 
to make orders to create, extinguish/stop up (close) or divert public rights of way.  A notice 
that such an order has been made has to be advertised on the site of the path in question 
and in the local press.  This provides an opportunity for objections or representations to be 
made to the proposed change. 
 
Forest Heath District Council has made an order to divert parts of Mildenhall Public 
Footpaths Nos 24 and 25.  This statement has been prepared to explain various aspects of 
the order. 
 
The applicant has applied for planning permission under planning reference  
DC/17/1106/FUL for “Construction of Mildenhall Hub to include Office, Leisure, Emergency 
and Educational Facilities with associated external works including revised vehicle access 
from Sheldrick Way, new vehicle parking area, a Sustainable Urban Drainage scheme, 3g 
Playing Pitch and provision of new Public Plazas”. The proposed development will obstruct 
parts of Mildenhall Public Footpaths Nos 24 and 25. 
 
The granting of planning permission does not authorise the stopping up or diversion of a 
footpath nor does it confer any right to obstruct a footpath. Therefore, in anticipation of 
planning permission being granted, the applicant has applied to Forest Heath District Council 
to divert parts of Mildenhall Public Footpaths Nos 24 and 25 under the provisions of section 
257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  
 
In accordance with Section 257 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 the District 
Council, as Planning Authority, can make an order to divert or stop up a footpath if it is 
satisfied that an application has been made under Part 3 of the Act and if the application 
were granted it would be necessary to authorise the stopping up or diversion of the footpath 
in order to enable development to be carried out. The order cannot be confirmed until 
planning permission has been granted. 
 
The Statement of Reasons submitted with the application to divert the footpaths is as 
follows: 
 

“The Mildenhall Hub will bring together a range of public services onto one site, 
allowing for easier access for the community. 
 
It is not possible to retain the existing public rights of way in their current position due 
to the proposed layout of Mildenhall Hub. The needs of the individual stakeholders 
have resulted in the building being positioned straddling the existing public right of way 
that runs north-south. 
 
The proposed position of the building has been carefully considered whilst adhering to 
a critical element set out within the Development Brief, that preceded the full Planning 
application for the Hub (developed by Forest Heath District Council). This 
Development Brief outlined the development area for the Hub on the site and limited 
the potential locations to an area almost centrally located on the intersection of the two 
public rights of way. In addition the requirement for the Fire Service to have a direct 
access from their appliance bay to Sheldrick way, that doesn’t cross the main 
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pedestrian routes into the building. And the safeguarding, and OFSTED, requirements 
of Mildenhall college Academy means that the public rights of way would need to be 
diverted around the area of the site designated for the Secondary Pupils. All of these 
factors have necessitated the final building position.                                                                                                                            
 
The existing right of way that runs east-west needs to be diverted as a result of a 
number of factors: 
 
•     Position of the building, and specific requirements of the fire service 
 
•     Planning and Development brief requirements to make the site as permeable as 
      possible, with particular attention to the east – west connection possibilities 
 
•     Suffolk County Council requirements for sites to deal with surface water by  
      Sustainable Urban Drainage solutions (SuDs). The site is unable to use permeable 
      paving so SuDs basins have been necessary 
 
•     External site areas required by the Education funding agency for the 6th form and 
      secondary school 
 
•    Sport England’s technical specification for the 3G (all Weather) pitch orientation 
 
The proposed diversion routes have been carefully considered so that the site retains 
and improves its current accessibility whilst ensuring that any future local development 
has opportunities for connection. Existing connection points into other public rights of 
way have been maintained to limit the impact on existing users and the wider public. 
rights of way network. 
 
Part of the existing public footpath running north-south across the site is proposed to 
be diverted to allow for the development as well as the diversion of all of the east-west 
route. The north-south route will remain along its current alignment in the north for 
approximately 275m in the north and approximately 28m along its current alignment in 
the south, with the diverted section wrapping around the building to the west. The east-
west route will be diverted to run east-west in a straight line, as previously, but located 
further north. This diverted east-west route will connect to the diverted section of the 
north-south route and with the existing public footpath located along the western 
boundary of the site. 
 
The north-south route is proposed to be converted to a combined footpath/cycleway, 
which will provide a cycle route from Sheldrick Way at the north of the site, through the 
site, to adjoin the bridleway, immediately to the south of the site.” 
 

Since the submission of the application the fire service has been removed from the scheme. 
This does not affect the need to divert the public footpaths. 
 
The Council is required to consider whether the disadvantage or loss, if any, likely to arise as 
a result of the diversion to members of the public generally or to persons whose properties 
adjoin or are near the existing highway is so significant that the order ought not to be made. 
 
For those heading north/south the proposed route is less direct. However, the benefits in 
terms of access to the proposed new facilities will outweigh any disadvantage. For those 
heading east/west the distances are the same.  
 
The proposed routes will provide high quality public access which is well integrated into the 
new site layout and maintains connectivity to the surrounding rights of way network. 
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There is no adverse impact on those who have property which adjoins or is near to the 
sections of footpaths to be diverted. The area surrounding the footpaths all forms part of the 
development site.  
 
The Council is satisfied that it is necessary to divert the footpaths as proposed.  The surface 
will be constructed in accordance with a specification agreed between the applicant and 
Suffolk County Council. 
 
The order will come into effect only after it has been confirmed and the necessary site works 
have been undertaken: making and advertising the order simply provides an opportunity for 
objections or representations to be made. 
 
Objections or representations relating to the order must be made in writing by 22 September 
2017 to Mrs T Halliday at the address below. 
 
The Council is willing to discuss the concerns of those considering objecting or making 
representations relating to the order.  Please contact the Council’s representative, Ms 
Sharon Berry of Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils, telephone 01449 724634. 
 
The right of objection to an order is a statutory right, but it should be exercised in a 
reasonable manner.  The costs involved in dealing with objections to orders are normally 
awarded against objectors only in cases of unreasonable behaviour. 
 
If any objections are made and not withdrawn then the council will have to refer the order to 
the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs for determination.  An Inspector 
from the Planning Inspectorate will then hear the objections at a public inquiry or hearing, or 
in writing if the objectors agree.  The Inspector can confirm an order, confirm it with 
modifications, or refuse to confirm it.  If no objections are received the Council will be able to 
confirm the order itself but it has no power to modify orders. 
 
T Halliday 
Service Manager (Shared Legal), HR, Legal and Democratic Services 
Forest Heath District Council 
West Suffolk House 
Western Way 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 
IP33 3YU 
 
25 August 2017 
 


